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Horsham Green Spaces

Tree 
Survey 
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HGS : Tree Survey Training

• Survey Objectives

• How to Add a Tree to the ATI

• Ancient vs Veteran vs Notable

• Treezilla

• Lets go survey some trees !
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• Add candidate ancient and veteran trees to the UK 

Ancient Tree Inventory (aka ATI) :

• Woodland Trust portal – “Add a Tree”.

• Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SWT)

Tree Survey Objectives
Highlight the rich ecological inheritance 

of Horsham’s Green Spaces
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Knepp Estate

Parham Estate
From SWT presentation - 20/10/20
Wilder Horsham District 
Henri Brocklebank

• Get Horsham’s outstanding legacy 

of Trees more visible on the map !

Horsham



Tree Survey Objectives

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/england/lost-woods/

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/about-us/where-we-work/england/lost-woods/


Woodland Trust Portal – “Add a Tree”
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https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/

1     Open Woodland Trust – Ancient Tree Inventory 2 Sign in – with your user name.

Does anyone have login already ?

03/08/2021

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/


Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”

10/04/2021Horsham Green Spaces - Tree Survey Training 7

3 Click on “Add a Tree” 4     Other useful info. on this page
“See the Map”
“What we record and Why”



Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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5 1st Input :
Location of tree being surveyed

Then click NEXT

Recommendation : 

Use a separate GPS app to get grid reference of the tree

eg : Ordnance Survey OS Grid Reference

2 Key bits of info.           +

Full 10 digit grid reference 

should be input and with

NO GAPS between digits. 

ie :

1  

1  

2  

TQ1702629121

2  
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”

Horsham Green Spaces - Tree Survey Training 9

6    2nd Input :
Species of tree being surveyed

If you input “Chestnut”, a drop down menu will give 
options to choose. 

Click on whichever one is relevant

03/08/2021



Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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7     3rd Input :
Girth of Tree

• Girth should be measured 1m 50 above 
ground level.

• Avoid all bumps and “knobbly bits” when 
measuring girth.

• If not possible to measure at 1m 50 then a 
different point can be chosen but height 
above ground must be added.
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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8     4th Input :
Public Access to Tree

Click on whichever one is relevant.

The          button gives additional info, if in doubt.
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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9     5th Input :
Photo or photos of the Tree

The more photos that are used makes the job of 
the verifier from the Woodland Trust easier.
Photos should be included of key features of the 
tree – see next section.
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10      6th Input :
Comments on location and access

When you click on NEXT
It takes you to a summary of your input.
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”

Horsham Green Spaces - Tree Survey Training

11      Summary of Input :

You can either click on “Submit Record”

Or

You can add additional information

14 03/08/2021



Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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12 Additional Inputs :

Useful for the verifier and Recommended if you can.

15

16 options ! : Maiden, Pollard, Pollard 
Lapsed, Multistem,Coppice, Coppard, 
Stump, Phoenix…… Unknown

5 options  : Standing, Fallen, Fragmented, 
Remnant, Gone.

9 options  : Alive, Dead, Unknown, Felled, 
Collapsed, Other, Monitor AOD/COD, 
Chalara fraxinea suspected, Chalara fraxinea
confirmed. 
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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12 Additional Inputs :

Useful for the verifier and Recommended if you can.

16

12 options  : Decaying wood in crown, 
Decaying wood on ground, Holes or water 
pockets, Hollowing branches, Hollow trunk, 
Decaying wood in crown <10%, <50%, >50%, 
>90%, Hollow trunk – with holes <15cm, 
>15cm, Hollow trunk with opening.

35 options ! : Arable, Avenue, Beside 
Railway, Bridle / Footpath, Cemetery, Urban, 
Deer Park, Domestic Garden, Field, 
Hedgerow, Moorland, Nature Reserve, 
Orchard, SSSI, Public Open Space, Riverbank, 
Roadside, Village Green, Wetland, Wood 
Pasture, Woodland, Ancient Woodland……
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”

Horsham Green Spaces - Tree Survey Training 17

6 options  : Moss, Ivy, Lichen, Mistletoe, 
Cuckoo tree, Other.

13 options ! : Unsure, Beefsteak fungus, 
Chicken of the woods…..Species not listed.

12 Additional Inputs :

Useful for the verifier and Recommended if you can.

03/08/2021



Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
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And that’s all there is too it !

18 03/08/2021
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ATI Inventory  – Horsham

Rookwood

03/08/2021

• 10 trees added to ATI
• 4 verified as “Notable”
• Many more to be done
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
Recording Guides –

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/how-to-record/recording-guide/

03/08/2021

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/how-to-record/recording-guide/
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
Tree Form –
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/how-to-record/recording-guide/how-to-record-tree-form/

03/08/2021

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/how-to-record/recording-guide/how-to-record-tree-form/
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Characteristics of a Veteran Tree

From : English Nature
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Pedunculate Oak (English Oak) - Quercus robur
Leaves have virtually no stalk and bulbous “earlobes” at the base.
Acorns attached to twig by a long stalk.

Sessile Oak (Welsh Oak) - Quercus petraea
Leaves have a long stalk and no “earlobes” at the base.
Acorns attached to twig by no / very short stalk and mostly in clusters.

Oak : Pedunculate vs Sessile

03/08/2021



Tree Identification : Winter Buds
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
Ancient vs Veteran vs Mature

03/08/2021
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
Ancient vs Veteran, vs Notable
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
Ancient vs Veteran vs Notable
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Woodland Trust – “Add a Tree”
Ancient vs Veteran vs Notable
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Treezilla
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Game plan 
for this 

afternoon

HGS : Rookwood South Tree Survey



Rookwood South – Areas under threat should Development proceed
1875 (with modern bypass added for reference) 2020 – google maps

High Risk Areas

Lower Risk Areas

Areas with potential
for Veteran Trees



2020 – google maps1897 (with modern bypass added for reference)

Rookwood South – Areas under threat should Development proceed

High Risk Areas

Lower Risk Areas

Areas with potential
for Veteran Trees



2020 – google maps
Rookwood South – Survey Areas

Team 1

Team 2

Team 3

Team 4

Team 5
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